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CITY OF MAPLE RIDGE 

ZONING BYLAW NO. 7600-2019 

A Bylaw to Regulate Zoning in the City of Maple Ridge 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Municipal Council of the City of Maple Ridge in open 

meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 
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 PART 2 ð INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

201  INTERPRETATIONS 

201.1  PRINCIPAL USES AND ACCESSORY USES  

1. Under the headings òPrincipal Usesó and òAccessory Usesó in each Zone, the Uses 

specified in this Bylaw may be conducted in the Zone in respect of which the Uses 

are listed, and all other Uses are prohibited in that Zone. 

201.2  LOT AREA AND DIMENSIONS 

1. Under the heading òLot Area and Dimensionsó in each Zone, the Lot Area, Lot 

Width and Lot Depth specified in this Bylaw are the minimum areas, widths and 

depths respectively for Lots that may be created by subdivision in the Zone, in 

respect of which the areas, widths and depths are specified under the British 

Columbia Land Title Act [RSBC 1996] Chapter 250 or the British Columbia Strata 

Property Act Bare Land Strata Regulations. 

201.3  DENSITY 

1. Under the heading òDensityó in each Zone, the Floor Space Ratio specified in this 

Bylaw is the maximum amount of floor area that may be constructed and Used on 

a Lot in the Zone for which the Floor Space Ratio is specified. 

201.4  LOT COVERAGE 

1. Under the heading òLot Coverageó in each Zone, the Lot Coverage specified in this 

Bylaw, in percentage terms or in terms of area, is the maximum proportion or area, 

respectively, of a Lot that may be covered by Buildings and Structures in the Zone 

in respect of which the Lot Coverage is specified. 

201.5  SETBACKS 

1. Under the heading entitled òSetbacksó in each Zone, no portion of a Building or 

Structure may be constructed within the specified distance from the Lot Lines 

specified in this Bylaw. 

201.6  HEIGHT  

1. Under the heading entitled òHeightó in each Zone, no Building or Structure may 

be constructed for which the dimension is specified, such that its Building Height 

or Height exceeds the specified Building Height or Height specified in this Bylaw. 

201.7  DEFINITIONS  

1. Words and phrases underlined and in italic font are defined in Part 202 

(Definitions) of this Bylaw and no other definition may be used. 

201.8  HYPERLINKS 

1. Words and phrases as hyperlinks are included in this Bylaw for the convenience 

of the reader and do not form a part of this Bylaw. 

201.9  SKETCHES 

1. Sketches are included in this Bylaw for the convenience of the reader and do not 

form a part of this Bylaw. 



 

Maple Ridge Zoning Bylaw No. 7600-2019 Part 2 - Page 2 Interpretations and Definitions 

 

201.10  OTHER REGULATIONS 

1. Reference to regulations of Federal, Provincial, Municipal and other authorities 

cited in this Bylaw shall include subsequent amendments to the regulations and  

to associated regulations, as applicable.   
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202  DEFINITIONS 

202.1  IN THIS BYLAW, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES: 

ACCESSORY means a Use customarily incidental, subordinate and exclusively devoted to a Principal 

Use or Uses of land, Buildings and Structures. 

ACCESSORY BUILDING and/or ACCESSORY STRUCTURE means any permanent or temporary Building 

and/or Structure customarily associated with, incidental, subordinate and exclusively devoted to 

Principal Buildings and Principal Structures located on the same Lot.   Refer to Section 401 (Accessory 

Buildings, Structures and Uses) of this Bylaw. 

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT means a Use for the offering for rent, use, viewing, or sale of an object, other 

than a contraceptive device, designed or intended to be used in a sexual act.  An Adult Entertainment 

Use shall include, but not be limited to, Adult Video Store, Body Rub Studio, and Escort Service. 

ADULT VIDEO STORE means the Use of a premises that is licensed as an òadult film distributor or 

Retaileró or an òadult film Retaileró under the British Columbia Motion Picture Act.  A video store is not 

defined as an Adult Video Store if the portion of the store requiring licensing under the British Columbia 

Motion Picture Act represents less than 25% of the area dedicated to the sale and rental of videos. 

AGRICULTURAL means a Use providing for the growing, rearing, producing and harvesting of 

Agricultural products, including the preliminary grading of such products for shipment.  Includes, but 

is not limited to: mushroom growing; aquaculture; horses; livestock; swine; fur bearing animals; 

poultry; pigeons; doves; bees; and other animals or birds.  Excludes all manufacturing and processing 

that are not specifically included.  For lands located within the Agricultural Land Reserve, the activities 

designated as òFarm Useó by the Agricultural Land Commission Act and its Regulations are also 

permitted. 

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYEE RESIDENTIAL ð See òRESIDENTIAL, AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYEEó of this 

Bylaw.  

AGRICULTURAL, URBAN means a Use providing for the growing of plants for the purposes of, including 

but not limited to, food, fibre, and decorative purposes, in ground, wall or roof gardens.  Refer to 

Section 401 (Permitted Uses of Land, Buildings, and Structures) of this Bylaw.  (Bylaw 7749-2021) 

AMENITY CONTRIBUTION means a financial or in-kind contribution, received by the City of Maple Ridge 

for an amenity, in exchange for a Density Bonus. 

ANIMAL BOARDING ð See òBOARDING, ANIMALó of this Bylaw.  

ANIMAL SERVICES means a Use providing individualized services to an animal recipient. Typical 

services include, but are not limited to, walking, grooming, Dog daycare, aqua or physical therapy, and 

training. Does not include Commercial Kennels, Breeding, and Animal Boarding for Dogs. 

ANIMAL SHELTER means a Use of a premises operated by the City of Maple Ridge, or a society or 

Person designated to act as pound keeper by the City of Maple Ridge, for the impoundment of Dogs, 

cats and other animals who are either unlawfully at large, lost, abandoned, surrendered, or removed 

from their owners premises due to mistreatment.  The Use includes a non-profit animal rescue society 

operating on a Lot owned by the City of Maple Ridge. 

APARTMENT RESIDENTIAL - See òRESIDENTIAL, APARTMENTó of this Bylaw.  

ASSEMBLY means a Use providing for the Assembly of Persons for charitable, philanthropic, cultural 

or entertainment Uses, public transportation depots, or private Education purposes.  Includes, but is 

not limited to auditoriums, youth centres, social halls, community centres, group camps, theatres, 

private Schools, pre-Schools, food banks, community kitchens, and Group Child Care Centres. 

ASSISTED LIVING REGULATION means the Assisted Living Regulation B.C. Reg. 189/2019. 
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ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE means a premises or part of a premises, other than a Community Care 

Facility: 

(a) in which housing, hospitality services and assisted living services, as defined in the Community 

Care and Assisted Living Act, are provided by or through the operator to three (3) or more adults 

who:  

(i) are not related by blood or marriage to the operator of the premises; and  

(ii) do not require, on a regular basis, unscheduled professional Health Services; or  

(b) designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council to be an Assisted Living Residence; and is 

regulated under the Community Care and Assisted Living Act. 

AVERAGE FINISHED GRADE ð See òGRADE, AVERAGE FINISHEDó of this Bylaw. 

AVERAGE NATURAL GRADE ð See òGRADE, AVERAGE NATURALó of this Bylaw.   

BASEMENT means a portion of a Building located below the First Storey in which the finished floor 

system is 1.0 metre or more below the Average Finished Grade.  Refer to Section 401 (Prohibited Uses 

of Land, Buildings and Structures) of this Bylaw.  

 

BED AND BREAKFAST means a Use providing a maximum of three (3) Sleeping Units in the same 

Building as the Principal Residential Use for tourists or Persons who only briefly occupy a Sleeping 

Unit, and where the room rate includes breakfast provided on the premises.  Refer to Section 402 

(Bed and Breakfast) of this Bylaw. 

BICYCLE END-OF-TRIP FACILITIES means the infrastructure used for accommodating cyclists and may 

include, but is not limited, to storage lockers, change rooms and showers.  Refer to Section 402 (Long 

Term Bicycle End-of-Trip Facilities) of this Bylaw. 

BIG BOX RETAIL means a Use providing for the receiving; storing; Retail to the general public; and 

wholesaling to businesses, including Retailers, of a range of goods from within an Enclosed Building 

where the size and nature of the Principal goods being sold requires a minimum floor area of 2,000.0 

square metres. Includes, but is not limited to: groceries; Household items; furniture; electronics; 

appliances; home and garden centres; building supplies; sporting goods; and recreational equipment; 

but excludes Recreational Vehicles and Equipment.  

BIOMASS means organic matter, including but not limited to:  wood or wood products; uncontaminated 

wood waste, such as mill ends, wood chips, shavings, sawdust, sander dust, clean construction waste, 

and hog fuel; manufactured wood fuel; and vegetative or Agricultural products.  But, unless otherwise 

authorized by the City of Maple Ridge, shall not include substances that contain any of the following:  

glue, paint or preservative or foreign substances harmful to humans, animals or plants when 
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combusted; wood or wood products with chloride content greater than 0.05% dry basis; wood or wood 

products with moisture content greater than 60% dry basis; manure; dead animals, animal parts or 

fish; recyclable post-consumer waste; paper and paper products; and demolition waste or other 

municipal solid waste containing materials other than uncontaminated wood waste. 

BOARDER means a Person who is provided with a Sleeping Unit in the same Building as the Principal 

Residential Use for payment of rent for an unrestricted period of time. Meals may be provided. 

BOARDING means a Use contained within the same Building as a Principal Residential Use for not 

more than two (2) Sleeping Units, either with common Cooking Facilities or where regular meals are 

provided, for the accommodation of not more than two (2) Boarders, who pay rent and who shall reside 

for an unrestricted period of time. Refer to Section 402 (Boarding) of this Bylaw. 

BOARDING, ANIMAL means a Use providing feed, housing and care for an animal for a fee. This 

includes Animal Boarding for Dogs and Horses. 

BODY MODIFICATION means a Use altering a Personõs body for non-medical purposes, and includes 

but is not limited to piercing, tattooing and micro-pigmentation services. 

BODY RUB STUDIO means a Use where the manipulating, touching or stimulating by any means, of a 

Personõs body or part thereof, is performed, offered, or solicited.  This does not include a business 

where a Person duly licensed or registered under any Statute of British Columbia governing such 

activities gives medical, therapeutic or cosmetic massage treatment. This also does not include a 

business where a Person providing massage treatment has received a certificate, diploma or degree 

from a university governed under the University Act; a college governed under the College and Institute 

Act; an accredited career training institute governed under the Private Career Training Institutions Act; 

or from an institution outside British Columbia recognized by the relevant British Columbia licensing 

and registration authority, that reflects significant training in the giving of medical, therapeutic or 

cosmetic massage treatment.  

BREEDING means Use for the process of mating Dogs to produce, by deliberate selection, offspring 

for the purposes of sale or remuneration.  

BREEZEWAY means an unEnclosed covered space that connects Buildings and is not heated or 

insulated, as measured between the face of the foundation of the adjoined Buildings and the fascia 

line of the Breezeway.  Two (2) or more Buildings or Structures connected by a Breezeway shall not 

constitute a single Building or Structure.  A Breezeway shall have a maximum width of 2.0 metres, 

including the roof overhang. 

BUILDING means a Structure wholly or partly Enclosed by a roof or roofs; supported by walls or 

columns; and used for the shelter or accommodation of Persons, animals, chattels or things. 

BUILDING ENVELOPE means that portion of a Lot available for locating a Building in accordance with 

the Lot Area, dimensions, Setbacks and slope requirements for each Zone of this Bylaw, and shall 

exclude areas subject to restrictive covenants, easements, or rights-of-way, as applicable.  Refer to 

Section 401 (Prohibited Uses of Land, Buildings and Structures), Section 403 (Visual Clearance at 

Intersections) and (Siting Exceptions), and Section 407 (Building Envelope) of this Bylaw. 
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BUILDING FACE means the vertical plane formed by the extreme outer surface of the Buildingõs exterior 

walls.  Refer to Section 403 (Siting Exceptions) of this Bylaw.  Refer to Section 403 (Highest Building 

Face) of this Bylaw.  (Bylaw 7749-2021) 

BUILDING HEIGHT ð See òHEIGHT, BUILDINGó of this Bylaw. 

BUSINESS SERVICES means a Use providing services to a business including, but not limited to, 

information technology and support, desktop publishing, data processing, bookkeeping, internet 

access, copying and printing services, mailing services, telephone reception and Consulting Services. 

CAMPGROUND means a Use for the temporary accommodation of the travelling public in tents and 

Recreational Vehicles and Equipment but not Manufactured Homes.  Refer to Section 402 

(Campground) of this Bylaw. 

CANNABIS means dried flowers, leaves, oil, stems and seeds of the Cannabis Sativa and Cannabis 

Indica plants cultivated for the purpose of inhaling or ingesting. 

CANNABIS, COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION means the Use of a premises for the Commercial  cultivation, 

processing, testing, packaging and shipping of Cannabis as authorized under the Cannabis Act 

(Canada),  Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Canada) and other Federal or Provincial Regulations 

as authorized under their legislation, as applicable.  Includes the sale of Cannabis only to customers 

who are not present on the premises.  Refer to Section 402 (Cannabis, Commercial Production) of this 

Bylaw. 
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CANNABIS RETAIL means a Retail Use devoted to sales of Cannabis products in accordance with 

Federal and Provincial Regulations. 

CARETAKER RESIDENTIAL- See òRESIDENTIAL, CARETAKERó of this Bylaw.  

CHEQUE CASHING CENTRE means the Use of a premises for the business of cashing cheques or 

negotiable instruments for a fee charged or chargeable to the payee of the cheque or the payeeõs 

agent. 

CHILDRENõS INSTITUTIONAL means a Use providing Boarding of children in a Building or Buildings that 

are used for accommodation of more than six (6) children and supplying Sleeping Units with meals 

and supervision. 

CIVIC means a Use providing for federal, provincial and municipal government Offices, government 

works yards, fire halls, golf courses, public colleges and universities, public hospitals, public museums, 

libraries, cemeteries, public community centres, stadiums, arenas, parks, and Recreational Facilities. 

CLASSES OF ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES are as follows: (a) mental health, for adults receiving 

assisted living services due primarily to a mental disorder; (b) seniors and persons with disabilities, for 

adults receiving assisted living services due primarily to chronic or progressive conditions linked to the 

aging process or a disability; and (c) supportive recovery housing and transitional housing, for adults 

receiving assisted living services due primarily to alcohol and drug substance use or for transitioning 

from temporary to permanent housing, and where assisted living services are as defined in the British 

Columbia Community Care Assisted Living Act. (Bylaw 7723-2021) (Bylaw 7749-2021) 

CLUSTER HOUSING RESIDENTIAL - See òRESIDENTIAL, CLUSTER HOUSINGó of this Bylaw. (Bylaw 7827-

2022) 

COMMERCIAL means a Use providing for an occupation, employment or enterprise that is carried on 

for gain or monetary profit by any Person. 

COMMERCIAL, HIGHWAY means a Use providing sales, rentals, servicing or repair of: motor Vehicles; 

Trailers; Recreational Vehicles and Equipment; Manufactured Homes; boats; farm and light non-

Industrial machinery; non-Industrial equipment; lumber and building supply yards, paint stores, 

nurseries and garden supply centres; car washes; Warehouses; and wholesale Uses catering to the 

motoring public.  Shall not include the storage of Motor Vehicles, Trailers, Recreational Vehicles and 

Equipment, Manufactured Homes, or boats as a Principal Use. 

COMMERCIAL KENNEL - See òKENNEL, COMMERCIALó of this Bylaw.  

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE - See òVEHICLE, COMMERCIALó of this Bylaw.  

COMMON OPEN AREA means the Use of an outdoor area or areas available for Use by all the residents 

of the Lot to provide for greenery, gardens, recreational space and other leisure activities normally 

carried on outdoors.  Common Open Areas shall have a minimum dimension of 1.5 metres.  Excludes 

areas used for Off-Street Parking, Off-Street Loading and service driveways; areas with a slope greater 

than 5%; and areas subject to a Section 219 Restrictive Covenant, unless otherwise permitted in this 

Bylaw.  

COMMUNITY CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING ACT means the British Columbia Community Care and 

Assisted Living Act, S.B.C. 2002, c. 75. 

COMMUNITY CARE FACILITY means a premises or part of a premises, regulated under the Community 

Care and Assisted Living Act, as defined in the Community Care and Assisted Living Act: 

(a)  in which a person provides care to three (3) or more persons who are not related by blood or 

marriage to the person and includes any other premises or part of a premises that, in the opinion 

of the medical health officer, is used in conjunction with the Community Care Facility for the 

purpose of providing care; or 

(b)  designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council to be a Community Care Facility. 
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COMMUNITY GAMING FACILITY means a Use for the purpose of playing games of chance, included and 

limited to bingo, slots, and race book/betting, in combination with entertainment and community Use 

facilities. 

COMMUNITY GAMING POSITION means a seat or station intended to be occupied by a Person engaging 

in a game of chance at a Community Gaming Facility. 

COMMUNITY SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM means a system of sanitary sewerage collection and disposal 

serving two (2) or more Lots that is owned, operated and maintained by the Municipality. 

COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM means a municipally owned and operated water system or a water utility 

incorporated and operated under the British Columbia Water Utility Act. 

COMPREHENSIVE LOT GRADING PLAN means a detailed Lot Grading Plan prepared by a Professional 

Engineer for an entire Development Site and as required as part of the servicing design drawing 

requirements for the site.  Some exemptions may apply, including subdivisions of less than three (3) 

Lots and infill Developments which are not required by the Municipal Engineering Department to 

provide a Comprehensive Lot Grading Plan.  Refer to the Maple Ridge Comprehensive Lot Grading 

Policy and the Maple Ridge Comprehensive Lot Grading Plan Requirements. 

CONCEALED PARKING means a Use providing Off-Street Parking Use or Accessory Off-Street Parking 

Use wholly within a Building, Structure or Underground Structure, except at driveway and stairwell 

entrances. 

CONGREGATE CARE/ASSISTED LIVING means a Use providing common facilities intended for the care 

of a group of residents, typically seniors, as defined by the Community Care and Assisted Living Act.  

Facilities may include provision of common meal areas, Recreational Facilities and may include 

provision of Personal Services for residents.  

CONSULTING SERVICES means a Use providing services or advice on professional matters.  

CONTRACTORõS EQUIPMENT means heavy Vehicles; machinery; or mechanical equipment typically 

used for construction, and includes parts, frames or bodies of such equipment.  Refer to Section 402 

(Parking and Storing of Unlicensed Vehicles and Contractorõs Equipment) of this Bylaw. 

CONVENIENCE STORE means a Use providing the Retail sale of groceries; perishable items such as 

meat, milk, vegetables, fruit, and flowers; butcher shops; confectioneries, domestic supplies, non-

alcoholic beverages; newspapers and magazines; personal care products; pet food and supplies; and 

other Household necessities required to fulfill the day-to-day needs of the surrounding community.  

COOKING FACILITY or COOKING FACILITIES means facilities intended or used for the preparation or 

cooking of food; and includes any room or portion of a room containing cooking appliances, including 

hotplates or microwave ovens, counters, upper (wall mounted) and lower cabinets, plumbing, or where 

wiring exists for the installation of such facilities; but excludes a Wet Bar. 

CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION means a Use providing parole and rehabilitation centres; 

corrections institutions; community corrections centres; aftercare; and halfway houses wherein care, 

food and lodging are furnished with or without charge. 

COUNCIL means the Municipal Council of the City of Maple Ridge. 

COURTYARD means an open area of ground which is surrounded by Buildings or walls.  

COURTYARD RESIDENTIAL ð See òRESIDENTIAL, COURTYARDó of this Bylaw. 

CRAWLSPACE means a portion of a Building located below the First Storey which has a clear Height of 

less than 1.8 metres measured from the underside of the floor system of the First Storey.  Refer to 

Section 401 (Prohibited Uses of Land, Buildings and Structures) of this Bylaw. 

CREMATORIUM means a Use providing for the cremation of human or animal remains and includes 

Buildings, Structures, and lands for associated ceremonial and Funeral Services and functions.  
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DAYCARE, FAMILY means a Use providing the care of children in a Dwelling Unit, licensed for this Use 

in accordance with the Community Care and Assisted Living Act and the British Columbia Child Care 

Licensing Regulation. Family Daycare shall not exceed a maximum of 8 children in care at any one 

time.  Refer to Section 402 (Home Occupation) of this Bylaw. 

DAYCARE, NEIGHBOURHOOD means a Use providing for the care and supervision of a maximum of 15 

children in care at any one time in a Single Detached Residential Use, licensed for Use in accordance 

with the Community Care and Assisted Living Act and the British Columbia Child Care Licensing 

Regulation.  Refer to Section 402 (Neighbourhood Daycare) of this Bylaw. 

DENSITY means a measurement of Use and Development intensity of land and buildings, and includes 

expressing density as a Floor Space Ratio or as the number of people per building. 

DENSITY BONUS means permitting a Density on a Lot that is greater than shown in the corresponding 

Zone in exchange for an Amenity Contribution, or in exchange for Special Needs Housing and a 

Housing Agreement prescribed by Section 483 of the British Columbia Local Government Act. (Bylaw 

7723-2021) 

DESIGNATED means the Future Land Use, as shown on Schedule òBó of the Maple Ridge Official 

Community Plan Bylaw No. 7060-2014. 

DESIGNATED FLOOD as defined in the British Columbia Flood Hazard Area Land Use Management 

Guidelines means a Flood, which may occur in any given year, of such magnitude as to equal a Flood 

having a 200-year recurrence interval, based on a frequency analysis of unregulated historic Flood 

records or by regional analysis where there is inadequate streamflow data available. Where the flow 

of a large Watercourse is controlled by a major dam, the Designated Flood shall be set on a site-

specific basis. 

DESIGNATED FLOOD LEVEL means the observed or calculated elevation of a Designated Flood, which 

is used for the calculation of the Flood Construction Level.   

DETACHED GARDEN SUITE RESIDENTIAL - See òRESIDENTIAL, DETACHED GARDEN SUITEó of this 

Bylaw.   

DEVELOPER BUILT RETAINING WALL ð See òRETAINING WALL, DEVELOPER BUILTó of this Bylaw. 

DEVELOPMENT means the construction, placing, addition, replacement, repair or change of Use of a 

Building or Structure on, over or under land. 

DEVELOPMENT SITE means a contiguous area of land consisting of one or more Lots, used for or 

intended to be used for or improved for a purpose in an integrated manner. 

DOG means any domesticated animal of the canine species. 

DRIVE-THROUGH means a Commercial  Use providing facilities for attracting and servicing prospective 

customers travelling in motor Vehicles which are driven onto the Lot where the business is carried on 

and where the customer normally remains in the Vehicle for service, including car washes. 

DWELLING UNIT means the Residential  Use of one or more rooms for only one Household where such 

room or rooms contain or provide for the installation of only one set of Cooking Facilities. 

DWELLING UNIT, STUDIO means a Use providing a Dwelling Unit within a Building where the Dwelling 

Unit has one Habitable Room with Cooking Facilities and a bathroom. 

DWELLING UNIT, TOWNHOUSE means a Use providing a Dwelling Unit having a separate, direct 

entrance from grade within a Building for an Apartment Residential Use or a Townhouse Residential 

Use. 

E-CIGARETTE or VAPE means a device that consists of a battery powered atomizer that vaporizes in a 

chemical liquid containing propylene glycol or vegetable glycerine, flavourings, and other chemicals 

such as formaldehyde and acetone.  The cartridge may or may not contain nicotine.  Generic terms for 

these devises are Electronic Nicotine Delivery System (ENDS) or Electronic NonNicotine Delivery 

System (ENNDS).  Includes e-hookahs, e-pipes and e-cigars. (Bylaw 7629-2020) 
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EDUCATION means the act or process of imparting knowledge, instruction or training, including 

tutoring. 

ELDERLY CITIZENS RESIDENTIALð See òRESIDENTIAL, ELDERLY CITIZENSó of this Bylaw.   

ENCLOSED means where a Structure, including decks, porches, balconies, patios and pools, is covered 

and has more than 60% of the total perimeter Enclosed by walls, doors and/or windows, and the 

Structure shall be considered to be Lot Coverage. 

ENDS and ENNDS ð See E-CIGARETTE of this Bylaw. (Bylaw 7629-2020) 

EQUESTRIAN FACILITY means a Use designed and intended for the display of equestrian skills and the 

hosting of events including, but not limited to, show jumping, dressage, and similar events of other 

equestrian disciplines. The facility may include the boarding of horses, one office, and one instruction 

room for the operation of the facility. Facilities for horse riding do not include a racetrack that is or 

must be licensed by the British Columbia Racing Commission.  (Bylaw 7853-2022) 

ESCORT SERVICES means a Use where a Person or Persons conducts the business of providing escorts 

or partners for social occasions. 

EXTERIOR SIDE LOT LINE - See òLOT LINE, EXTERIOR SIDEó of this Bylaw  

EXTRACTION INDUSTRIAL ð See òINDUSTRIAL, EXTRACTIONó of this Bylaw. 

EXTRAORDINARY ROAD ALLOWANCE means that portion of a road allowance in excess of 20.0 metres 

in width or, for a controlled access Highway, in excess of 30.0 metres in width. 

FAMILY ð See òHOUSEHOLDó  

FAMILY DAYCARE - See òDAYCARE, FAMILYó of this Bylaw. 

FARM HOME PLATE means a Residential footprint area allocated for all Principal and Accessory 

Residential Buildings and Structures on a Lot that is Designated as òAgriculturaló in the Maple Ridge 

Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 7060-2014; is located within the Agricultural Land Reserve; and is 

subject to the Agricultural Land Commission Act and its Regulations.  Refer to Section 402 (Farm Home 

Plate) of this Bylaw. 

FENCE means a Structure constructed of materials, including wood, masonry, concrete or metal, and 

intended to be used for the purpose of total or partial physical and/or visual separation or enclosure 

of a Lot or portion thereof.  Includes a chain link Fence, but does not include a Retaining Wall.  Refer 

to Section 405 (Fence Requirements) of this Bylaw. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES means a Use providing a bank, trust company, savings and loans, credit union, 

income tax service, bookkeeping, and similar Uses providing Financial Services to the public, but 

excludes Cheque Cashing Centre and Payday Loan Uses. 

FINISHED FLOOR AREA means the sum of the internal floor area of each Storey (excluding Basements) 

in a Dwelling Unit measured between the internal finished surface of the exterior walls, excluding 

balconies, sundecks, carports, and any Accessory Residential Structures.  

FINISHED GRADE ð See òGRADE, FINISHEDó of this Bylaw.   

FIRST STOREY ð See òSTOREY, FIRSTó of this Bylaw.   

FLOOD means an influx or overflowing of water beyond its normal confines. 

FLOOD CONSTRUCTION LEVEL means a Designated Flood Level plus Freeboard and is used for 

establishing the elevation of the underside of a floor system or the top of a concrete slab of an area 

used for habitation or storage of goods damageable by Flood waters.   

FLOODPLAIN AREA means a lowland area, whether diked, Flood proofed, or not which, by reason of 

land elevation, is susceptible to Flooding from an adjoining Watercourse, ocean, lake or any other body 

of water, and for administrative purposes is taken to be that area submerged by the Designated Flood 

plus Freeboard. 
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FLOOR SPACE RATIO - means a ratio that is obtained by dividing the total Gross Floor Area of all the 

Buildings on the Lot by the Lot Area, excluding any areas used for Off-Street Parking purposes unless 

such Off-Street Parking is the Principal Use.  Refer to Section 403 (Gross Floor Area Exemptions) of 

this Bylaw. 

 

FOOD PRIMARY ESTABLISHMENT means a Use that holds a Food Primary License issued by the British 

Columbia Liquor Control and Licensing Branch and is specific to restaurants, bistros and cafes where 

the primary purpose of its business is the service of food during all hours of operation. 

FOREST RESOURCE means a Use providing for the conservation, management, and extraction of 

primary forest materials. 

FOURPLEX RESIDENTIAL ð See òRESIDENTIAL, FOURPLEXó of this Bylaw. 

FREEBOARD means a vertical distance of 0.6 metres added to the Designated Flood Level used for 

establishing a Flood Construction Level.   

FRONT LOT LINE - See òLOT LINE, FRONTó of this Bylaw. 

FRONT SETBACK - See òSETBACK, FRONTó of this Bylaw.    

FRONT YARD - See òYARD, FRONTó of this Bylaw.    

FRONTAGE means the common boundary shared by the Front Lot Line and a Street.  On a corner Lot 

the Frontage shall be deemed to be the shorter of the Street boundaries, regardless of which way the 

Principal Buildings and Principal Structures on the Lot faces.  No Lot shall have a Frontage of less 

than 6.0 metres in Lot Width. 
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FUNERAL SERVICES means a premise used for the preparation of the dead for burial or cremation and 

the holding of Funeral Services, and includes Crematorium facilities. 

GEOTECHNICAL SETBACK LINE means a locational line, identified by a Geotechnical Engineer as a 

minimum allowance from an identified slope hazard area, taking into account external conditions 

which could have an adverse effect on the existing natural conditions of the slope.  Refer to Section 

403 (Siting Exceptions) of this Bylaw.  

GRADE, AVERAGE FINISHED means the average of the Finished Grade around the Buildingõs perimeter 

measured at each of the outermost exterior corners of the Building.  An approved Comprehensive Lot 

Grading Plan may apply.  In the case of a Townhouse Residential Use or Street Townhouse Residential 

Use, the Average Finished Grade shall be the average of the Finished Grade at the four outermost 

corners of each Dwelling Unit, located where either the outermost side Building Face or the common 

wall separations intersect with the frontmost and rearmost Building Face of the Dwelling Unit. In the 

case of an Apartment Residential Use or other Building constructed on an Underground Structure for 

parking the Average Finished Grade shall be the measured at the base of the Building.  (Bylaw 7749-2021) 

GRADE, AVERAGE NATURAL means the average of the Natural Grade around the Buildingõs perimeter 

measured at each of the outermost exterior corners of the Building.  In the case of a Street Townhouse 

Residential Use or Townhouse Residential Use, the Average Natural Grade shall be the average of the 

Finished Grade at the four outermost corners of each Dwelling Unit, located where either the 

outermost side Building Face or the common wall separations intersect with the frontmost and 

rearmost Building Face of the Dwelling Unit.  (Bylaw 7749-2021) 
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GRADE, FINISHED means the topography on the Lot, after construction, and as required by an 

approved Comprehensive Lot Grading Plan, if applicable.  Includes the addition of fill, topsoil 

amendments, or removal of soil, and excludes Localized Depressions.  Refer to Section 403 (Localized 

Depression) of this Bylaw. 

GRADE, NATURAL means the undisturbed normally existing topography of a Lot as determined by a 

registered land surveyor.   

GROCERY STORE, INELIGIBLE means a grocery store for which any part of any public entrance is 

located within one (1) kilometre, measured in a straight line, from any part of any public entrance of a 

Licensee Retail Store or government liquor store that is carrying on business when the sale of beer, 

cider, wine or spirits in a grocery store commences.  Refer to Section 401 (Prohibited Uses of Land, 

Buildings and Structures) of this Bylaw. 

GROSS FLOOR AREA means the total area of all the floors, measured to the extreme outer limits of the 

Building, but excluding those areas identified in Section 403 (Gross Floor Area Exemptions) of this 

Bylaw. 
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GROUP CHILD CARE CENTRE means a Use providing a daycare facility for the care of children which is 

licensed in accordance with the Community Care and Assisted Living Act and the British Columbia 

Child Care Licensing Regulation. Group Child Care Centre shall be permitted as an Assembly Use, 

unless otherwise permitted or restricted elsewhere in this Bylaw. 

HABITABLE ROOM means a room primarily used for cooking, eating, sleeping or other human 

occupancy, subject to the definition of òResidential Occupancyó as provided in the British Columbia 

Building Code. Excludes bathroom, utility room, mechanical or furnace room, crawl space, garage, and 

storage area or spaces. 

HEALTH SERVICES means a Use providing medical services to the general public where the practitioner 

is subject to a College or Association that has been delegated the authority, under provincial 

legislation, to govern the practice of their members in the public interest.  Includes, but is not limited 

to, audiologists, chiropractors, dentists, nurses, massage therapists, optometrists, physicians and 

traditional Chinese medicine practitioners. 

HEIGHT means the vertical dimension measured from the Finished Grade. 

HEIGHT, BUILDING means the vertical distance of a Building measured between either the Average 

Natural Grade or Average Finished Grade.  Refer to Section 403 (Building Height) of this Bylaw. (Bylaw 

7749-2021) 

HIGHWAY means any public Street, road, Lane, trail, bridge, viaduct, and any other way open to the 

Use of the public, but does not include a private right-of-way on private property.  

HIGHWAY COMMERCIALð See òCOMMERCIAL, HIGHWAYó of this Bylaw.   

HOBBY BEEKEEPING means a Use providing the keeping, owning, or maintaining of up to two (2) bee 

hives on a Residential Lot occupied by the beekeeper, or as an Education Use in an institutional 

setting. Refer to Section 402 (Hobby Beekeeping) of this Bylaw. 

HOME OCCUPATION means a business Use that is Accessory to a Residential Use and that is entirely 

Enclosed within a Residential Dwelling Unit or an Accessory Building. Refer to Section 402 (Home 

Occupation) of this Bylaw. 

HOMECRAFT means a Use providing for the small scale production of goods intended for sale, 

consumption or Use by another. Typical Uses include, but are not limited to, art, photography, jewelry, 

food, bath and beauty products, clothing and toys. 

HOUSEHOLD means either a Person, two (2) or more Relatives, or a group of not more than five (5) 

unrelated Persons including Boarders, all of which reside together in one Dwelling Unit using a 

common Cooking Facility.  Does not include an Assisted Living Residence or Community Care Facility. 

HOUSING AGREEMENT means an agreement under Section 483 of the British Columbia Local 

Government Act and amendments thereto. 

INDOOR AMENITY AREA means the Use of an indoor area or areas specifically designed for Use by all 

residents of the Lot for cultural, social, and recreation activities.  Includes, but is not limited to: meeting 

spaces; guest rooms; sports and fitness facilities; art studios; workshops; pools or hot tubs; and 

childrenõs play equipment.  Excludes all Commercial activities. 

INDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION ð See òRECREATION, INDOOR COMMERCIALó of this Bylaw. 

INDUSTRIAL means a Use providing for the: processing; fabricating; assembling; storage; transporting; 

distributing; testing; servicing; repairing; wrecking and salvaging of goods, materials or things; and the 

selling of heavy Industrial equipment.  Includes, but is not limited to: assembly, repair, finishing and 

packaging of products; operation of truck terminals; docks; railways; bulk loading; and Warehouses. 

INDUSTRIAL, EXTRACTION means a Use providing for the extraction and storage of sand, gravel, 

minerals and peat. 

INDUSTRIAL, LIGHT means an Industrial Use which is entirely Enclosed within a Building and is not 

offensive by reason of smoke, vibration, odour, electrical interference, and produces no noise which 



 

Maple Ridge Zoning Bylaw No. 7600-2019 Part 2 - Page 16 Interpretations and Definitions 

 

interferes with the Use of a contiguous Lot. Includes, but is not limited to: U-Brew and U-Vin 

establishments, Microbrewery, Microwinery and Microdistillery, repair and service of Office 

equipment, preparation and/or assembly of food, contractorõs businesses, and meat cutting and 

processing. 

INDUSTRIAL REPAIR SERVICES - See òREPAIR SERVICES, INDUSTRIALó of this Bylaw.   

INDUSTRIAL TRADE SCHOOL means an Education Use organized by a group or company to provide 

trade training, apprentice education, and similar Industrial courses. 

INELIGIBLE GROCERY STORE ð See òGROCERY STORE, INELIGIBLEó of this Bylaw. 

INTERIOR SIDE LOT LINE - See òLOT LINE, INTERIOR SIDEó of this Bylaw.   

KENNEL means a Use for the accommodation of more than 3 Dogs in a Building, Structure, compound, 

pen or cage, or on a Lot.  Refer to Maple Ridge Kennel Regulation Bylaw No. 6036-2002.  

KENNEL, COMMERCIAL means a Kennel Use limited to the keeping, training, Breeding, and Animal 

Boarding for remuneration or for the purposes of sale, of the number of Dogs specified in the business 

license and not to exceed a maximum of fifty (50) Dogs per Lot.  Refer to Section 402 (Kennel) of this 

Bylaw. 

LABORATORY, RESEARCH TESTING means the Use providing analytical, research or testing services; 

and excludes provision of services or treatments directly to the public. 

LANDSCAPE or LANDSCAPING means the placement or addition of lawns, herbaceous plants, shrubs 

and trees, permeable elements such as non-grouted bricks and pavers or crushed rock, and other 

ornamental features used for Landscape architecture.  Does not include non-permeable Off-Street 

Parking areas, uncleared natural vegetation, undergrowth or uncontrolled weeds. 

LANDSCAPE SCREEN means a Landscaped area forming a continuous visual barrier composed of a 

dense planting of vegetation, including evergreen hedges, planted so that no Person is able to see 

through it, and which is broken only by access drives, Lanes and walkways. 

LANDSCAPE STRIP means a Landscaped area used for separating Uses and activities; which is broken 

only by access driveways, Lanes and walkways; and contains the planting of trees, hedges, shrubs 

and/or  ground covers. 

LANE means a Highway intended to provide secondary access to parcels of land. 

LICENSEE RETAIL STORE means a Use for the selling and in-store tasting of liquor, beer, or wine for 

consumption off premises.  This includes a government liquor store, government beer store, 

government-3 wine store, or an agency established under the British Columbia Liquor Distribution Act, 

including an agency store, an authorized vendor, a distributor, and a licensee. 

LIGHT INDUSTRIALð See òINDUSTRIAL, LIGHTó of this Bylaw.  

LIQUOR PRIMARY ESTABLISHMENT means a Use that holds a Liquor Primary License issued by the 

British Columbia Liquor Control and Licensing Branch where the primary purpose is the service of 

liquor, as opposed to food.  This includes, but is not limited to: neighbourhood pubs; bars; and night 

clubs. 

LOCALIZED DEPRESSION means an existing depression in Natural Grade not exceeding 3.0 metres in 

length or 20% of the Building length that it abuts, whichever is less; or a depression below the Finished 

Grade providing Vehicle or pedestrian entrances to a Building.  Refer to Section 403 (Localized 

Depression) of this Bylaw. 

LOT means a parcel of land registered at the Land Title Office of the Land Title and Survey Authority of 

British Columbia. 

LOT AREA means the total area of a Lot taken in a horizontal plane within the Lot Lines of the Lot, 

excluding any portions of the Lot required for: Panhandle; dedicated Public Road Allowance; dedicated 
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Public Park; and dedicated Park for Conservation Protection.  Restrictive Covenant, Easement, and 

Right-of-Way areas shall form part of the Lot Area.  (Bylaw 7749-2021) 

LOT COVERAGE means the area of a Lot covered by Principal Buildings and Principal Structures and 

Accessory Buildings and Accessory Structures as measured from the outermost walls and/or 

supporting posts, and expressed as a percentage of the Lot Area.  Includes, but is not limited to, 

Breezeway, carport, covered deck, shed, and Portable Storage Shelter, but excludes eaves, roof 

overhang, pool, uncovered deck, porch, patio and unEnclosed balcony. 

 

LOT DEPTH means the lesser of the average of the lengths of the side Lot Lines, excluding the 

Panhandle portion of a Lot, or the length of a line running through the center point of the Front Lot 

Line to the center point of the Rear Lot Line.  
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LOT LINE means a line forming a boundary of a Lot. 

 

 

 

LOT LINE, EXTERIOR SIDE means the side Lot Line(s), other than the Front Lot Line or Rear Lot Line, 

common to the Lot and a Street, but does not include side Lot Line(s) common to a Lane.  In a bare 

land strata plan an Exterior Side Lot Line also applies to the strata Lot Line(s) common to a strata Lot 

Line and a private strata road on the same Lot. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































