
Plein Air in the Park – Watercolour 

 Supply List 

If you are new to Plein Air, please choose the simplest setup and do not get overwhelmed by all 

the things you need to buy. Starting out is about being there, not what supplies you have. 

1. Paper  

○ Watercolor Paper 100% cotton 140lb or 90lb (Arches, Fabriano or Winsor 

Newton is best) or 

○ Mixed Media Pad  

2. Paint - a limited palette is sufficient for plein air 

1. Ultramarine Blue 

2. Cobalt Blue 

3. Hansa Yellow Light (or Cad Lemon/ Cad Yellow Light) 

4. Gold Ochre (or Yellow Ochre) 

5. Hookers Green (or Sap Green) 

6. Magenta (or Alizarin Crimson) 

7. Permanent Red (or Cad Red Light) 

8. Burnt Sienna 

9. Neutral Tint (optional) 

These can be bought separate in tubes (expensive but high quality, requires separate 

palette) or as a box set which comes with the palette (budget friendly, portable) 

3. Brushes  

1.  An assortment of mops, flats and pointy round brushes 

2. A super large flat goat hair brush is best to rewet the surface (optional) 

4. Palette - A watercolor palette should have deep wells for holding paint and mixing washes 

without mixing with other paints.  

○ Portable tin palettes (classic, durable, fashionable)  

○ Plastic folding palette (budget friendly, long-lasting)  

5. Drawing Supplies  

1. Sketchbook or sketch paper 

2. graphite pencils or mechanical one 

3. eraser/sharpner/knife etc. 

6. Pochade Boxes or Easels - below are some options  

○ Superlite Water Kit - $299.99 (requires a tripod, versatile, easy to pack, durable) 

https://opusartsupplies.com/products/canson-xl-mixed-media-pads?_pos=2&_sid=7b9532aa1&_ss=r
https://opusartsupplies.com/products/hake-brushes?variant=44112764698855
https://opusartsupplies.com/products/empty-metal-watercolour-case-holds-12-half-pans?_pos=15&_sid=772c911af&_ss=r
https://www.amazon.ca/Emperoch-Watercolour-Handheld-Watercolor-Palettes/dp/B0FWD1ZTNX/ref=asc_df_B0FWD1ZTNX?mcid=d922399848b43e8d8d04476d882e0b68&tag=googlemobshop-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=794846706199&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=7100503935984825031&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=m&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9001547&hvtargid=pla-2465852194948&psc=1&hvocijid=7100503935984825031-B0FWD1ZTNX-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1
https://cupeasels.com/en-ca/collections/superlite-2026/products/superlite-easel-water-kit


○ Opus Salt Spring Deluxe Aluminum Easel - $141.99 (all in one, very sturdy) 

○ MEEDEN Plein Air Painting Easel  - $85.45 (cheapest option, easel, top panel 

attachment, portable, a little flimsy, good for beginners) 

7. Three Leg Stool - works best for plein air (portable and versatile) 

8. Other Supplies  

○ Painter’s Tape 

○ Water Spray 

○ Paper towels or cotton rags 

○ container to hold water 

○ Hat and Neutral colored sunglasses (optional) 

○ Bug spray/Sunblock 

○ Camera/phone/ viewfinder (optional) 

You can watch this video to get an idea how this artist prepares their watercolor plein air bag.

 

 

https://opusartsupplies.com/products/opus-salt-spring-deluxe-aluminum-easel?_pos=1&_sid=82a333f08&_ss=r
https://www.amazon.ca/MEEDEN-Watercolor-Portable-Lightweight-Watercolors/dp/B07WG7C4BF?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&psc=1&smid=A2W1H3ANYVLFLC
https://www.sportchek.ca/en/pdp/mckinley-tri-leg-folding-stool-24294381f.334503942.html#store=366
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSnH_lwLOno

