






































31. Points of Order 

(1) Without limiting the Chair's duty under the Community Charter, a Council Member may 
raise a Point of Order at any time, whereupon the Chair must: 

(a) interrupt the matter currently under consideration on the Agenda; 
(b) interrupt any Council Member who is speaking until the Point of Order has been ruled 

upon; 
(c) ask the Council Member raising the Point of Order to state the substance of and the 

basis for the Point of Order; and, 
(d) rule on the Point of Order without debate. 

(2) If the Council Member who raised the Point of Order is dissatisfied with the ruling of the 
Chair, they have the right to appeal the decision at which time: 

(a) the Chair shall immediately ask "shall the ruling of the Chair be sustained?" and the 
Questions must be decided without debate; 

(b) the Chair must not vote on the Question; and, 
(c) the Motion passes in the affirmative if the votes are equal, or if a majority of Council 

Members vote in the affirmative and the decision of the Chair is confirmed. 

(3) Where Council has voted not to sustain the Chair, the decision of the Chair is negated and 
the business of Council must proceed as if the Chair's decision had never been made. 

32. Point of Privilege 

(1) In this section, a Point of Privilege refers to any of the following motions: 
(a) fix the time to adjourn; 
(b) adjourn; 
(c) recess; 
(d) raise a Point of Privilege of the Council; and, 
(e) raise a Point of Privilege of a Council Member. 

(2) A Point of Privilege must be immediately considered by a vote of the majority of Council 
Members present when it arises at a Council Meeting. 

(3) For the purposes of section 32(2), a Point of Privilege listed in section 32(1) has precedence 
over those matters listed after it. 

33~ General Rules of Conduct 

(1) Any person or Council Member attending a Council Meeting must: 
(a) address a Council Member by their title of Mayor, Acting Mayor, or Councillor, as 

applicable; 
(b) not engage in any bullying or harassing behaviour in respect of a Council Member, 

Government Official, or a City staff member, including but not limited to: 
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(i) unwelcome conduct or comments that would be considered discriminatory under 
the Human Rights Code; 

(ii) expressing a negative opinion about the personality or character of a Council 
Member, Government Official, or a City staff member; 

(iii) speaking disrespectfully about a Council Member, a Government Official, or a 
City staff member; 

(iv) speaking or acting aggressively towards a Council Member, a Government 
Official, or a City staff member; 

(v) questioning the motives of a Council Member, Government Official, or City staff 
member; 

(vi) using rude or offensive language, engaging in rude or offensive conduct, or using 
offensive gestures or signs; or, 

(vii) disrupting or unnecessarily delaying the conduct of business at the Council 
Meeting. 

(c) not speak on electronic communication devices when a person or Council Member is 
speaking, except in the case of an emergency; 

(d) not disrupt or unnecessarily delay the conduct of business at the Council Meeting; 
(e) cease speaking, if called to order by the person presiding over the Meeting; 
(f) adhere to the provisions of this Bylaw, the Code of Conduct Bylaw, and any other 

applicable City bylaws; and, 
(g) adhere to any rulings or decisions made pursuant to this Bylaw. 

34. Rules of Conduct Contravened by a Person Other Than a Council Member 

(1) If a Council Member is of the opinion that a person has contravened section 33, the 
Council Member must state on the record which rule of conduct was contravened and 
how that rule of conduct was contravened. 

(2) If a Council Member alleges a contravention of a rule of conduct pursuant to section 
34(1 ), and the Chair is of the opinion that the named person did not contravene the rule 
of conduct, the Chair must state on the record why they believe the rule of conduct was 
not contravened. 

(3) If a Council Member alleges a contravention of a rule of conduct pursuant to section 
34(1 ), and the Chair is of the opinion that the named person contravened the rule of 
conduct, the Chair shall: 

(a) permit the person to apologize immediately to Council for the conduct that 
contravened section 33; or, 

(b) order the person to leave the Council Meeting immediately. 

(4) If a person who has contravened section 33 is permitted to apologize pursuant to section 
34(3), and does so apologize, the Chair shall: 
(a) permit the person to remain in the Council Meeting; or, 
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(b) order the person to leave the Council Meeting immediately if the Chair is of opinion 
that the apology was inadequate. 

(5) If a person does not voluntarily comply with an order pursuant to section 34(3) or 34(4), 
that person may be removed from the Council Meeting by a peace officer at the Chair's 
discretion. 

(6) If a person repeatedly contravenes the General Rules of Conduct set out in section 33, 
Council may adopt a resolution authorizing the City's legal counsel to pursue legal 
remedies against the person. 

35. Special Rules of Conduct and Debate for Council Members 

(1) In addition to complying with the General Rules of Conduct set out in section 33 and the 
City's Code of Conduct, Council Members must: 
(a) not interrupt a person or a Council Member who is speaking, except to raise a Point 

of Order or a Point of Privilege; 
(b) not speak on the matter under debate until they are recognized by the Chair. Once 

recognized, a Council Member may speak to the matter under debate, up to the 
maximum number of minutes as laid out in the table below, unless extended by 
Council Resolution: 

1st Round 2nd Round Amendment 
cow Up to 10 minutes Up to 5 Minutes Additional 5 minutes 
Council Workshop Up to 10 minutes Up to 10 Minutes Additional 5 minutes 
Regular Council Up to 5 minutes Up to 5 minutes Up to 5 minutes 

(c) only speak in connection with the matter being debated; and 
(ct) speak about a vote of Council only for the purpose of making a motion that the 

vote be rescinded or reconsidered pursuant to section 43 of this Bylaw; and 
(e) may require the Question being debated at a Council Meeting to be read at any time 

during the debate if it does not interrupt another Council Member who is speaking. 

36. Rules of Conduct Contravened by a Council Member 

(1) If a Council Member is of the opinion that another Council Member has contravened 
section 33 or 35: 
(a) the first Council Member must state on the record which rule of conduct was 

contravened and how that rule of conduct was contravened by the second Council 
Member; and, 

(b) Council must vote on whether the second Council Member has contravened section 
33 or 35. 
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(2) If a majority of Council decides that the second Council Member has contravened 
section 33 or 35, the Chair may: 

(a) permit the Council Member to apologize immediately to Council for the conduct that 
contravened section 33 or 35; or 

(b) order the Council Member to leave the Council Meeting immediately. 
(3) If the second Ce>uncil Member is permitted to apologize pursuant to section 36(2)(a), and 

does so apologize, Council shall: 
(a) adopt a resolution permitting the Council Member to remain in the Council Meeting; 

or, 
(b) adopt a resolution ordering the Council Member to leave the Council Meeting 

immediately if Council is of the opinion that the Council Member's apology ,was 
inadequate. 

(4) If a Council Member does not voluntarily comply with an order pursuant to section 
36(2)(b) or 36(3)(b), that Council Member may be removed from the Council Meeting by 
a peace officer at the Chair's discretion. 

37. Motions 

(1) The Chair may speak to any motion. 

(2) Council actions must be dealt with by voting on a Motion put forth by a Council Member 
and seconded by another Council Member with the exception of incidental Motions as 
outlined in section 37(8). 

(3) A Motion may be withdrawn by the mover of a Motion, with the consent of the majority 
of all Council Members present, but may not be withdrawn after it has been voted on by 
Council. 

(4) If the Chair considers that a Motion is contrary to law (including this Bylaw), the Chair must 
inform Council at once and give reasons as to why they are refusing debate on the motion 
and refusing to put the Question to a vote. The Chair may refer the Motion to City staff 
or legal counsel for further consideration. 

(5) The Corporate Officer must record in the minutes the text of every Motion that is duly 
moved and seconded. 

(6) After a Motion has been made by a Council Member and Seconded by another Council 
Member and recorded by the Corporate Officer, if so requested by a Council Member, the 
Corporate Officer must read the Motion aloud before the Motion is debated or put to a 
vote by the Chair. 

(7) When a Motion is on the floor, and before the Question has been called, except for 
incidental Motions, only the following Motions are permitted, in the following order of 
precedence: 
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(a) a Motion to immediately adjourn the Meeting; 
(b) a Motion to amend; 
(c) a Motion to refer; and, 
(d) a Motion to defer. 

(8) The following incidental Motions may be made at any time: 

(a) a Motion to enforce the rules which does not require a seconder and is not debatable; 
(b) a Motion to suspend the rules which requires a seconder, is not debatable, and a 2/3 

vote of all of the Council Members present at the Council Meeting; and, 
(c) a Motion to divide the motion which requires a seconder and is not debatable. 

38. Motions to Refer 

(1) A Council Member may propose a Motion to refer either: 

(a) a matter that is on the agenda of a Council Meeting, but on which a Motion has not 
yet been made; or, 

(b) a Motion that is on the floor. 

(2) Upon a Motion to refer being seconded, such Motion: 

(a) is debatable, but only as to the merits of the referral; 
(b) may not be deferred; and, 
(c) applies to an amendment or an original Motion, 

(3) Where a Motion to refer has been adopted that refers an original Motion that has been 
amended, the referral applies to the original Motion, as amended. 

(4) Before the Question is called on a referral Motion, any Council Member may give direction 
on such Motion on matters that the Council Member feels should be investigated further 
before the matter is present to Council again. 

39. Motions to Defer 

(1) A Council Member may propose a Motion to defer a Motion that is on the floor either: 

(a) to a later time during the same Council Meeting and in such Motion, must specify 
when in the order of business, or after which circumstances, the Motion must be dealt 
with; or 

(b) to another Council Meeting and in such Motion, may specify: 

(i) the date of the Council Meeting at which the deferred Motion is to be considered; 
(ii) any conditions that must be fulfilled in order for the deferred Motion to be 

considered further; or, 
(iii) both (i) and (ii) 
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(2) A Motion to defer is debatable, but only as to the merits of deferral. 

40. Motions to Amend 

(1) A Council Member, other than the mover of a Motion, may propose an amendment to the 
Motion. 

(2) When an amendment to a Motion has been moved and seconded, debate is limited to the 
amendment only. 

(3) If the amendment is defeated, debate may continue on the original Motion, and if no 
further amendments are proposed, the Chair must call the Question on the original 
motion. 

(4) If the amendment is adopted and no further amendments are proposed, the Chair must 
then call the Question on the original Motion, as amended. 

(5) A Council Member may propose a sub-amendment to an amendment, however, a Council 
Member may not propose a sub-amendment to a sub-amendment. 

(6) The Chair must call the Question on a Motion that has been amended, in the following 
order: 

(a) a sub-amendment, if any; 
(b) the amendment to the original Motion; 
(c) the original Motion, as amended. 

(7) The amendments permitted by sections 40(1) through 40(7) may take the form of deletion, 
addition or substitution of words or figures, provided such deletions, additions or 
substitutions do not, in the opinion of the Chair, negate the intent of the original Motion. 

(8) If any Council Member, by Point of Order, states that a proposed amendment to a Motion 
would negate the intent of that Motion, the Chair must at once rule whether that would 
be the case. 

(9) A ruling made pursuant to section 40(8) may be appealed to Council as if the ruling were 
a Point of Order [see Section 31] 

41. Notice of Motion Process 

(1) A Notice of Motion regarding any matter that is not listed on the Agenda to Council for 
consideration, must provide the Notice of Motion to the Corporate Officer six (6) days 
prior to the Meeting. The Corporate Officer will include the Notice of Motion and any 
supporting materials provided by the Council Member on the next Agenda. 

(2) Council may not proceed with any Notice of Motion on the Agenda in the absence of the 
Council Member at whose request the item was placed on the Agenda unless: 
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a. the written consent of the absent Council Member is presented to the Chair; or, 

b. Council resolves to proceed with the Notice of Motion despite the absence of the 
Council Member. 

(3) Council may waive strict compliance with this section and present a Motion for immediate 
consideration by a 2/3 vote of all Council Members present at the Council Meeting. 

42. Reconsideration Required by Mayor 

(1) The Mayor may require Council to reconsider and vote again on a resolution that was 
the subject of a vote: 
(a) at the same Council Meeting as the vote took place; or, 
(b) at a Council Meeting held within 30 days after the Council Meeting referred to in 

section 42(1 )(a), 

provided that 
(i) there has not already been a reconsideration of the resolution under this 

section; 
(ii) the resolution has not been acted upon irreversibly by a City officer, employee 

or agent. 

(2) If the Mayor requires a reconsideration pursuant to section 42(1), the Mayor must 
provide Council with verbal or written reasons for the reconsideration so that: 
(a) Council will know why it is being asked to reconsider the resolution; 
(b) the reconsideration can be properly debated; and, 
(c) there is a public record of the reconsideration and the reasons for which it will be 

made. 

43. Reconsideration by Council Member 

(1) Subject to subsection 43(5), a Council Member who voted with the majority either for or 
against a motion may, at the next Council Meeting: 

(a) move to reconsider a matter on which a vote, other than to postpone indefinitely, has 
been taken; 

(b) move to reconsider an adopted bylaw after an interval of at least 24 hours following 
its adoption; and 

(c) Council must not discuss the main matter referred to in section 43(1) unless a motion 
to reconsider that matter is adopted in the affirmative. 

(2) When considering a motion to reconsider, Council has the same authority it had in its 
original consideration of the matter, subject to the same conditions that applied to the 
original consideration. 

(3) A motion to reconsider can be debated but must not be reconsidered. 
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(4) Council may only reconsider a matter that has not 

(a) had the approval or assent of the electors and been adopted; 
(b) been previously reconsidered under section 43(1) or section 131 of the Community 

Charter [mayor may require Council reconsideration of a matter]; or 
(c) been acted on irreversibly by an officer, employee, or agent of the City. 

(5) If a motion to reconsider is defeated, the same or substantially the same Motion may not 
be brought before Council for at least six (6) months, unless Council permits this by 
unanimous resolution. 

44. Adjournment 

(1) A Council may continue a Council Meeting: 

(a) after 10:30 pm only by an affirmative vote of the Council Members present; and 
(b) after 11 :00 pm only by a unanimous vote of the Council Members present. 

PART 5- BYLAWS 

45. Introduction of Bylaws 

(1) A proposed bylaw may only be introduced at a Council Meeting only if a copy of the 
bylaw was sent to each Council member at least 24 hours before the Council Meeting, or 
if Council members present at the Council Meeting unanimously agree to waive this 
requirement. 

46. Form of Bylaws 

(1) A bylaw introduced at a Council Meeting must 

(a) have a distinguishing name and number; 
(b) contain an introductory statement of purpose; and 
(c) be divided into sections. 

47. Bylaws to be Considered Separately or Jointly 

(a) If a number of related bylaws are introduced at a Council Meeting, the Chair may direct 
that the bylaws be considered jointly and in what sequence they are to be considered. 

48. Reading and Adopting Bylaws 

(1) The Chair of a Council Meeting may: 

(a) have the Corporate Officer read a synopsis of each proposed bylaw or group of 
proposed bylaws; and, 
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(b) request a Motion that the proposed bylaw or group of bylaws be read. 

(2) The only Motion required for the reading of a proposed bylaw shall be: 

"That (short title of bylaw) be given first reading (or first and second readings, or first, 
second and third readings) ." 

(3) The only Motion required for the adoption of a proposed bylaw shall be: 

"That (short title of bylaw) be adopted." 

(4) A proposed bylaw may be debated and amended at any time during the first three 
readings unless prohibited by the Community Charter. 

(5) Subject to the Local Government Act and the Community Charter, a proposed bylaw may 
be given up to three readings at one Council Meeting. 

(6) Each reading of an official community plan must receive an affirmative vote of a majority 
of all Council Members. 

(7) Each reading of a proposed bylaw other than an official community plan bylaw must 
receive an affirmative vote of a majority of the Council Members present at the Council 
Meeting. 

(8) A proposed bylaw must be given at least one reading before it is amended. 

(9) A proposed bylaw that fails to receive a mover and seconder at any reading or adoption, 
and which has not been the subject of a Motion or Council resolution for two years, 

(a) is deemed to have been abandoned, and 
(b) may be removed from the City's bylaw registry by the Corporate Officer. 

(10) Despite section 135(3) of the Community Charter [requirements for passing bylaws], and 
in accordance with section 477 and 480 of the Local Government Act [public hearings], 
Council may adopt a proposed official community plan bylaw or zoning bylaw at the same 
Meeting at which the bylaw received third reading. 

(11) The Corporate Officer is hereby authorized to consolidate one or more of the bylaws of 
the City pursuant to section 139 [consolidation of bylaws] of the Community Charter and 
to make minor corrections to bylaws at third reading and after adoption of bylaws, 
including but not limited to spelling mistakes and sequential numbering errors. 

49. Bylaws Must be Signed 

(1) After a bylaw is adopted, and signed by the Corporate Officer and the Chair of the Council 
Meeting at which it was adopted, the Corporate Officer must have it placed in the City's 
records for safekeeping and endorse upon it: 
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(a) the City's corporate seal, the dates of its readings and adoption; and, 
(b) the date of Ministerial approval or approval of the electorate if applicable. 

PART 7 - COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (CoW) 

SO. Meeting Procedures 

(1) The Committee of the Whole Meetings will be held in the Council Chamber on the first 
and third Tuesday of each month, except August, unless otherwise resolved by Council. 

(2) Annually Council must make available to the public a schedule of the dates, times, and 
places of regularly scheduled Committee of the Whole Meetings in the same manner as is 
required for regular Council Meetings. The Committee of the Whole Meeting schedule 
may be combined and made available with the annual notice of regular Council Meetings. 

(3) A special Meeting of the Committee of the Whole may be called in the same manner as a 
special Council Meeting as provided for in the Community Charter and notice of this 
special Committee of the Whole Meeting must be given in the same manner as for a 
special Council Meeting. 

(4) At any time during a regular or special Council Meeting for which proper notice has been 
given Council may resolve to go into Committee of the Whole without further notice. Upon 
the Committee of the Whole rising and reporting, the regular or special Council Meeting 
will resume with the first order of business thereafter being Council considering the report 
of the Committee of the Whole. 

PART 8 - COMMITTEES and COMMISSIONS 

51. Committees and Commissions of Council 

(1) Council shall appoint all representatives on Committees, Commissions, or other bodies to 
which the City is entitled to appoint representatives, except Standing Committees. 

(2) Council may establish and appoint a Select Committee to consider or inquire into any 
matter and to report its findings and opinion and recommendations to Council. At least 
one member of a Select Committee must be a Council Member and persons who are not 
Council Members may be appointed. Council may dissolve a Select Committee at any time. 

(3) The Mayor may establish Standing Committees for matters the Mayor considers would be 
more appropriately dealt with by Committee and must appoint persons to those 
Committees. At least half of the members of a Standing Committee must be Council 
Members and persons who are not Council Members may be appointed. 

(4) The Mayor may dissolve a Standing Committee at any time. 
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(5) The authority to appoint persons to Committees and Commissions includes the authority 
to rescind the appointment of those persons at any time. 

52. Duties and Authority of Standing Committees 

(1) Standing Committees must consider, inquire into, report, and make recommendations to 
Council about matters that are referred by the Mayor or Council or on matters set out in 
the committee's terms of reference. 

(2) Standing Committees should report their findings and opinions to Council as set out in 
the Committees of Council Policy, as amended or replaced from time to time. 

(3) Standing Committees are advisory in nature unless enabled by bylaw. 

53. Duties and Authority of Select Committees 

(1) Select Committees must consider, inquire into, report, and make recommendations to 
Council about matters that are referred by Council or on matters set out in the 
Committee's terms of reference. 

(2) Select Committees should report their findings and opinions to Council as set out in the 
Committees of Council Policy as amended or replaced from time to time. 

(3) Select Committees are advisory in nature unless enabled by bylaw. 

54. Schedule of Committee Meetings 

(1) At its first Meeting after its establishment or the first Meeting of the year, a Committee 
must establish an annual schedule of Meetings to be held at City Hall unless otherwise 
stated in the terms of reference for the committee and must provide a copy of the schedule 
to the Corporate Officer. 

(2) Standing Committees and Select Committees should meet at minimum on a quarterly 
basis. 

(3) The Chair of a Committee may call a Meeting of the Committee In addition to the 
scheduled Meetings or may cancel a Meeting. 

55. Notice of Committee Meetings 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the annual schedule of Committee Meetings, including the times, 
dates, and places of the Committee Meetings, notice of the schedule must be given by the 
Corporate Officer by: 

(a) posting the Meeting dates, time, and places on the City's website; and 
(b) providing a copy of the schedule to each member of the Committee. 
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(2) Where rev1s1ons are necessary to the annual schedule of committee Meetings, the 
Corporate Officer must, as soon as possible, update the City's website with any revisions 
to the date, time, and place, or cancellation of a Committee Meeting. 

56. Order of Business 

(1) The Agenda for all regular Committee Meetings shall contain the following headings, listed 
in an order deemed appropriate by the Corporate Officer: 

(a) Call to Order and Territorial Acknowledgement; 
(b) Approval of Agenda; 
(c) Adoption of Minutes; 
(d) New and Unfinished Business; 
(e) Staff Reports; 
(f) Council Liaison Update; 
(g) Member Roundtable 
(h) Adjournment. 

57. Attendance at Committee Meetings 

(1) Individuals that are not members of the Committee are not permitted to participate in 
discussion during Committee Meetings unless called upon by the Chair. If a member 
alternate is in attendance in addition to the primary member the member alternate is not 
permitted to participate in discussion unless called upon by the Chair. 

(2) Only voting members as identified in the committee terms of reference may vote on 
committee matters. If a member alternate is in attendance in addition to the primary 
member the member alternate is not permitted to vote. 

(3) Members shall provide the Committee Clerk with a confirmation of their planned method 
of attendance at a Committee Meeting (if the Meeting is held through Electronic Means, 
in-person, or through a hybrid of both) no later than the end of day the day before the 
Meeting. 

58.Quorum 

The quorum for a Committee is a majority of all of its members unless otherwise noted in the 
terms of reference for that Committee. 

59. Conduct and Debate 

The rules and procedures of Council defined in section 33 of this Bylaw must be observed and 
adhered to during Committee Meetings. 

60. Minutes of Committee Meetings to be Maintained and Available to Public 

(1) Minutes of the proceedings of a Committee must be: 
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(a) legibly recorded; 
(b) certified as correct and signed by the Chair once approved by the Committee; and 
(c) available for public inspection at City Hall and on the website, other than a Meeting or 

part of a Meeting that is closed to the public. 

PART 9 - GENERAL 

61. Severance 

(1) If any section, subsection or clause of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be invalid by the 
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

(2) This Bylaw may not be amended or repealed and substituted unless Council first gives 
notice in accordance with section 94 of the Community Charter [public notice]. 

62. Modifications 

(1) This Bylaw shall be reviewed by Council on each 12-month anniversary of its adoption to 
determine if amendments are required. 

(2) If Council determines through a Resolution that amendments are required, amendments 
to this Bylaw shall be presented to Council within three (3) months of that Resolution for 
consideration. 

63. Effective Date 

This Bylaw shall come into force and effect on January 1, 2025. 

READ a first time the 12th day of November, 2024. 

READ a second time the 12th day of November, 2024. 

READ a third time the 12th day of November, 2024. 

NOTICE of intention to proceed with adoption published in the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 
News, on November 29th

, 2024 and December 6th
, 2024, pursuant to Section 124(3) of the 

Community Charter. 

ADOPTED, the 10th day of December, 2024. 

~ 
CORPORA TE OFFICER 
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