Corporation of the District of Maple Ridge

ECONOMIC ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR MINUTES

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Economic Advisory Commission, held in the​​​​ Blaney Room at Maple Ridge Municipal Hall, 11995 Haney Place, Maple Ridge, British Columbia, on Thursday, April 19, 2007 at 7:30 a.m.

____________________________________________________________________________

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT

Commissioner Guy Flavelle



Community at Large, Chair 

Commissioner Al Hogarth



Councillor, District of Maple Ridge

Commissioner Ken Galpin



Community at Large

Commissioner Racine Barbour


Chamber of Commerce 

Commissioner Peter Janis



Community at Large, Vice Chair 

Commissioner Steve Pelton



Community at Large
Commissioner Terry Wilding



Community at Large
STAFF PRESENT

Rick Laferriere




Business Retention & Expansion Officer

Pat Shiratti





Administrative Assistant
REGRETS
Commissioner Gordon Robson


Mayor, District of Maple Ridge

Commissioner Shane James



Home-based Business Representative
Commissioner Ernie Daykin



Councillor, District of Maple Ridge

Jim Rule





Chief Administrative Officer, District of

 Maple Ridge

DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 

John Bastaja





Chief Information Officer, DOMR
Dieter Kloper

Tranzeo 

Tammi Diniz

BIA
___________________________________________________________________________

1.
CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS
There being a quorum present, Chair Guy F. called the meeting to order at 7:35 am.
2.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
Motion to adopt the February 24, 2007 meeting minutes




MOVED BY

Terry W.



SECONDED BY
Ken G.
CARRIED

3.
AGENDA APPROVAL
Guy F. welcomed the Commissioners and reviewed the Agenda for the meeting.  

Motion to approve April 19, 2007 Agenda.

MOVED BY:   
Steve P.

SECONDED BY:   
Ken G.
CARRIED
4.
 NEW BUSINESS


4.1
Agricultural Advisory Committee Appointment
· Rick L.  informed the EAC that Council has started a process, identified through the OCP, to form the Agricultural Advisory Committee.  A position on the Committee has been reserved for a representative from the EAC Committee.  This person would be required to have an agricultural/horticultural background.  Discussion took place to determine the appropriate candidate and Steve P. was nominated to fill this role.  This will be tabled until the next meeting.
4.2 
Projects Update – BIA

· Rick L. noted that Gary Manson our Communications Managers is developing a standard format for letters written to the editor.

· Rick handed out a pen to each member with our new district brand and logo.  He said that a branding process had taken place with a group of stakeholders to help determine a meaningful tagline and logo.  The logo has been launched and implementation will occur slowly.
4.3
EAC Membership & Renewal






· Rick L. noted that existing Commissioners will soon be contacted to determine their continuation with the EAC and other interested applicants will soon be interviewed and new faces will appear in June.  

· Rick introduced Tammi Diniz as our new EAC member representing the BIA.

· The bylaw will be changed to add a BIA and Chamber representatives into the EAC membership and remove a representative from the Ridge Meadows Business Association.  
5.
CURRENT PROJECTS 

5.1 
Communications Plan with Council


Peter Janis
Deferred until next meeting.
6.
DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 

6.1
Wireless Network Discussion



· Rick L. welcomed John Bastaja, our Chief Information Officer from the District of Maple Ridge, and Dieter Kloper from Tranzeo.  John did a brief presentation on the District’s wireless strategy and long range telecommunications strategy.  John provided an overview of the plans to develop wireless for District use, and potential for community hotspots.  He noted that currently the wireless pilot project is being installed.

· Mr Kloper followed by giving an overview of his business, spoke about the wireless market and where they see the industry going and provided us with a better understanding of the wireless industrial sector.  

· Discussion followed around topics such as competition with private sector, where fiber optics fits into the telecommunications strategy, power supply and infrastructure installation.  The EAC invited John and Dieter to come back again for an update on further developments.
7.
CORRESPONDENCE
8.
NEXT MEETING – May 17, 2007 at 7:30 am

9.
ADJOURNMENT - Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 am.
__________________________

Chairperson
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