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Warm Weather Accelerates Snow Melt in Fraser River System 

  
Maple Ridge, B.C: The BC River Forecast Centre has issued a High Streamflow Advisory for the 
Fraser River. This means that river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly.  
 
People are advised to: 

• Stay clear of fast-flowing rivers, creeks and potentially unstable riverbanks. 
• Avoid recreational activities such as fishing, swimming, boating or hiking near high 

streamflow rivers or streams as there is an increased risk of drowning. 
• Keep pets and small children close to you at all times. 

The Fraser River is rising in response to accelerated snowmelt due to hot temperatures over the 
weekend and the river is expected to continue to rise throughout this week. Environment and 
Climate Change Canada has issued a Special Weather Statement indicating that unseasonably 
hot weather is occurring across the region. 
 
During a High Streamflow Advisory, conditions can change quickly. The River Forecast Centre 
continues to monitor the conditions and provides updates at gov.bc.ca/riverforecast. 
 
Be Prepared for Freshet Season 
 
The City of Maple Ridge is monitoring the freshet situation (the annual snow melt into the Fraser 
River basin) and proactively taking steps to prepare for the safety of residents and businesses 
should flooding occur as a result of persistent high temperatures and other factors. 

The City’s response plan includes: 

• Daily monitoring of weather forecasts and river levels;  
• Patrolling, inspecting and maintaining dikes and pump stations; 
• Preparing and disseminating flooding and flood preparedness information to the 

public; 
• Liaising with other government and utility organizations; 
• Developing contingency plans; and 
• Updating the City’s evacuation plan as necessary. 

 
The City is proactively sending a letter and an information sheet (see attached) to 2,200 properties 
in the Fraser River floodplain with information on flood preparedness. Residents are being advised 
to review their family needs, make appropriate preparations and develop an emergency plan.  
 

CITY OF MAPLE RIDGE 
NEWS RELEASE 

mailto:sdrolet@mapleridge.ca
http://www.gov.bc.ca/riverforecast


If there is an imminent risk of flooding, regular updates will be provided via the City’s Alert Maple 
Ridge system, website and social media channels. Residents are encouraged to register or 
download the Alert Maple Ridge app at mapleridge.ca/alert which will be used to send out 
emergency alerts if the need arises. 
 
For more information: 
 
A variety of flood preparedness resources including a map of the Fraser River flood plain are 
available at mapleridge.ca/flood and PreparedBC/floods.  
 
General emergency preparedness resources can be found at mapleridge.ca/ep.   
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